September 15, 2015
To Whom It May Concern:
Aaron Linsdau was selected by The National Museum of Wildlife Art’s
Education & Exhibits Department to be a guest speaker for an
educational/interpretive program, Sneak Peek: Oldest Living Things in the
World, in spring 2015. This photography exhibit showcased the work of
Rachel Sussman and chronicled her epic journey through time and space to
photograph continuously living organisms that are 2,000 years old and
older from all over the world. Our goal with these programs is to give
visitors a unique perspective into a new exhibit on the day before it
officially opens to the public. Aaron Linsdau was the perfect person to
speak to this exhibit because he is an explorer, and a photographer himself.
He is also an excellent public speaker.
Aaron was a pleasure to work with. He was extremely well prepared,
prompt, and conscientious. He contacted the artist, Sussman, in advance,
and had extensive conversations with her. This enabled him to provide
first-hand information and quotes about her goals and methods. It also
enabled him to tell a few key stories related to specific images of her
sometimes daunting search for elusive specimens. He did a fabulous job
balancing the artistic perspective with the scientific information. His
understanding of science was such, that he clearly outlined the important
difference between an individual organism and a colony. Linsdau was
especially inspiring as he spoke of the big picture concept of pursuing
one’s ambitions and following a dream to completion - something all our
visitors could relate to. Linsdau further engaged the audience by
presenting personal insights from his own expedition to Antarctica. There,
he became the first to ski from the Antarctic coast to the South Pole and
back without aid or support. His information and insight greatly
contributed to audience engagement with the exhibit.
We believe experiences with wildlife art change personal perceptions of
nature, provide shared understanding between cultures, and encourage
conservation of the natural world. Linsdau has contributed immensely
toward this goal. I wholeheartedly recommend his thoughtful approach
and his mastery as an educator.
Sincerely,

Jane Lavino
Sugden Family Curator of Education & Exhibits
jlavino@wildlifeart.org
(307) 732-5417

