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Lake Fryxell, Transantarctic Mountains, Antarctica.  Photo by Joe Mastroianni, National Science 
Foundation.

THE COUNTRY WITHOUT A MAN
Human presence on earth has a powerful impact on our perception of geography. Think about Mount Everest and you are likely to see in your 
mind’s eye a string of prayer flags. Think about Egypt and you will see the Great Pyramids. Places are distinguished as much by the people 
who occupy them as they are by landscapes. Different foods, languages, philosophies and ideas are so deeply embraced and institutionalized 
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who occupy them as they are by landscapes. Different foods, languages, philosophies and ideas are so deeply embraced and institutionalized 
by the inhabitants of different places that something as ethereal as a political boundary between two nations can give the otherwise identical 
ground on either side of almost any border altogether different feels. When we travel abroad, we experience the people as much as we do their 
land, and they leave us with a sense of place every bit as strong as that imparted by the scenery. There is a human identity, it seems, associated 
with every landscape on the planet.

Or almost, anyway. There is one place on earth - and probably only one place - that largely maintains an identity independent of humanity. It is 
a big continent, larger by far than the United States. It does not have a single permanent human inhabitant. No indigenous tribes, seat of 
government, military, or constitution, no ancient ruins or timeless architectural wonders, and no Jerry Springers, rap musicians, pirates, thugs, 
politicians, or highway men. Instead, its emperor is a penguin, it has sheets of ice 9,000 feet thick, unclimbed mountains, the only location on 
earth where it is impossible to go south in any direction, days and nights that last for months, and 61 to 70% of the planet’s fresh water.

While there are no Antarcticans, many nations have of course laid claim to large wedges of this continent at the end of the earth. But such 
claims are nearly empty gestures, anchored in place with a smattering of 30 or so research camps (mostly along the coast) that provide shelter 
for some 5,000 summer visitors and less than 1,000 winter visitors, all of whom are imported and entirely provisioned by ships and aircraft 
from far, far away. 

Humanity needs this land without a people to remain as it is. Its vast and icy emptiness lends critical insight into our own nature by reflecting 
a stage upon which we are notably absent. Some nations may have other long-term designs for Antarctica, but there is a fundamental virtue in 
the idea that there can still be one place on this earth that exists without the cultural identity that we inexorably impart to the lands we inhabit. 
A place that just is. And a needful reminder of what this planet would be without us.

This Tuesday, (February 2nd) at the Teton County Library Auditorium at 6:00pm, polar explorer, world-adventurer, and writer-photographer 
Aaron Linsdau will show us the Antarctica he has experienced.  Only the second American to ski solo 700 miles from the edge of Antarctica to 
the South Pole, Aaron’s perspective on Antarctica was earned the honest, old-fashioned way, and we are fortunate to have the opportunity to 
see it all through his eyes this week.  This is one of those lectures for which you might want to arrive early.  Once all the chairs are full, the Fire 
Marshal insists that the tardy be banished to the lobby.



The Emperors of Antarctica. Photographed by Ian Duffy.

2016 Program Calendar Updated, Membership Dues Due
John Hebberger and Mike Scher have nearly completed the 2016 program calendar.  Open it up and you will probably agree that the GJH 
lecture calendar rivals any organization out there for quality and originality. There are only a couple spots still available for 2016, so if you 
have a lecture you would like to present, contact John Hebberger soon.  THANK YOU, John and Mike!  Beyond that, embedded within the 
calendar are several reasons (field trips and social events) to consider joining GJH in 2016!  While we are on this topic, it might also be wise to 
point out that you can begin your 2016 membership now by visiting our website (Welcome) and clicking on the “Join Us” link, which will take 
you to a printable membership application that you can complete and mail (with your dues check) to our Treasurer, Erhard Bieber, at PO Box 
832, Teton Village, WY 83025.  You can also bring your dues and membership form to any GJH function.

2016ProgramCalendar_
v3.0.xlsx

Tuesday Evening Lecture Series Now on YouTube
GJH Board member Elizabeth Kingwill has filmed many of the Tuesday lectures (including Bob Smith’s Yellowstone lecture) and they can be 
viewed here:  Link to YouTube Videos  GJH Board member Dan Heist, the main force behind our website, has also posted links to these videos 
on our home page: Welcome

Education Committee Off To A Good Start
Ann Dahl, Chair of the Education Committee, reports that 2016 started with a presentation at the Jackson Hole High School. John Willott 
and Virginia Adler visited the School to Careers class on January 19th.  John gave a talk on "Corporate Culture", which included John giving 
a brief description of his education and career. This was followed by a question and answer period with insightful questions from the students 
and informative answers by John.

GJH Member’s Lunch Wednesday, February 17th
ISU Professor Yolonda Youngs, will  be speaking about something she is passionate about: "Braded Channels & Lost Oars: Ex;ploring the 
History of Commercial River Runners on the Snake River through Grand Teton National Park." Yolonda is a river runner and kayaker herself, 
and will make this a most interesting talk.

2016 Hawaii Field Trip Announced
John Willott and John Guslander have announced preliminary details concerning the 
2016 GJH Hawaii field trip. This is a members-only event. Members should have 
received this notice directly from John Willott. We mention it here because it is yet 
another reason for friends to become members this year, and because the window for 
registration opens at 6:00 pm sharp tomorrow and the trip will probably fill up in less 
than 10 minutes!

http://www.geologistsofjacksonhole.org/GofJH/Welcome.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIqF4IlVr75GZMROmG3myEA
http://www.geologistsofjacksonhole.org/GofJH/Welcome.html


Hope to see you there.
Steve Weichman
Secretary, GJH

Geologists of Jackson Hole
January-February, 2016 public program

In conjunction with Teton Co. Library
All free & open to the Public at 6p.m.

 

February 2 (Tuesday), 6 p.m., Teton Co. Library 
Auditorium –Open to Public. Presentation: " The 

Uninhabited Continent”. Presented by Aaron Linsdau, 
New Century Expeditions.

Aaron Linsdau will present ”The Uninhabited Continent: A Rare Glimpse into 
Antarctica’s Interior.” He will make a multimedia presentation on the unique scientific 
aspects of the interior of Antarctica. He spent three months trekking through the 
continent. The talk will highlight the continent’s geography, weather, geology, ice 
dynamics, and biology.

Unique Antarctic features will be discussed, such as the dry valleys, ice flows, and 
underground liquid lakes. Aaron will share a first-hand perspective of the South Pole 
station. He will discuss the operating challenges of this remote base and its value to the 



station. He will discuss the operating challenges of this remote base and its value to the 
scientific community.

Both still and video images will be presented, giving attendees a chance to see the 
virtually unvisited interior of Antarctica. Both ground and aerialmedia will be 
shown.Special techniques and equipment that functions well for field work (e.g. 
meteorite collection) in Antarctica will be presented, as well as travel resources and 
recommendations.

February 16 (Tuesday), 6 p.m., Teton Co. Library 
Auditorium – Open to the Public. Presentation: 

“Creating a Digital Wonderland: Unlocking 
Yellowstone’s History and Culture for a Mobile 

Device World.” Presented by Yolonda Youngs, Asst. 
Professor, Idaho State Univ.

 Yellowstone National Park hosts over 4 million people each year, yet how many of these 
visitors know the complex history and culture that shaped this place, the world’s first 
national park? Inspired by her research interests in public lands and environmental 
history and her time as a river and kayak guide in Yellowstone, Grand Teton and around 
the American West, Dr. Yolonda Youngs will discuss her recent work “Creating a Digital 
Wonderland.”  As a leader of this team project, her work explores ways to provide 
visitors with fingertip access through mobile devices to the often overlooked but rich 
cultural and environmental history of Yellowstone National Park. This innovative project 
combines the research expertise of scholars and students working with digital media 
developers, museum and archivist specialists, national park stuff, and non-profit 
education associations to develop an easy access and versatile array of information about 
the park’s historic places and events all within reach of a mobile device.  

During her talk, Dr. Youngs will discuss the development of the “Digital Wonderland” 
app prototype, what it can offer for Yellowstone visitors, and will help the audience to 
explore some of the often overlooked but fascinating information about Yellowstone’s 
history that the mobile app provides. 
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